
 

 
Meeting: 
 

Harrow Admissions Forum 

Date: 
 

14 July 2009 

Subject: 
 

Membership of the Harrow Admissions Forum 

Responsible Officer: 
 

Hugh Peart, Director of Legal and Governance 
Services 
Heather Clements, Director of Schools and 
Children’s Development 
 

Portfolio Holder: 
 

Councillor Christine Bednell, Portfolio Holder for 
Children’s Services 
Councillor Anjana Patel, Portfolio Holder for 
Schools and Children’s Development 
 

Exempt: 
 

No 

Enclosures: 
 

None.  

 
 
Section 1 – Summary and Recommendations 
 
 
This report advises of the need to amend the membership of the Harrow 
Admissions Forum, in the light of new Regulations and a new School 
Admissions Code which have recently come into force. 
 
Recommendations:  
 
That the proposed new membership of the Harrow Admissions Forum, as set 
out at paragraph 4, be agreed. 
 
 



 

Section 2 – Report 
 
Background 
 
1. The School Admissions (Local Authority Reports and Admission 

Forums) (England) Regulations 2008 and the new School Admissions 
Code, which have recently come into force,  change the membership of 
Admissions Forums to make them smaller advisory groups that 
represent the interests of the local area. 

 
2. The membership of the Harrow Admissions Forum under the previous 

Regulations was as follows: 
 

Membership Prescribed by 
Previous Regulations 

Harrow Admissions Forum 
membership 

At least one and not more than 5 
Members of the Authority 

3 Councillors 

At least one and not more than 3 
representatives of the Diocesan 
Board of Education for the local 
diocese of the Church of England 

1 representative of the Church of 
England Diocese 

At least one and not more than 3 
representatives of the local 
Roman Catholic Church diocese 

1 representative of the Roman 
Catholic Church Diocese 

At least one and not more than 3 
representatives from each school 
group for the area: 
• community schools 
• voluntary aided schools 

3 community school 
representatives: 
• 1 governor 
• 1 primary 
• 1 secondary 
3 voluntary aided school 
representatives 
• 1 Jewish school representative 
• 1 RC school representative 
• 1 CofE school representative 

At least one and not more than 3 
parent governor representatives 

2 parent governor representatives 

Not more than 3 people who 
appear to the authority to 
represent the interests of any 
section of the local community 

• 1 HCRE representative 
• 1 Early Years Development 

Partnership representative 
• 1 Children’s Services 

representative 
One member from every 
maintained school, other than a 
special school, in the area of the 
authority.  [Except for those 
schools already represented on 
the forum by a ‘core member’]. 

63 schools members 

 
3. The new Code and Regulations prescribe changes to the membership 

of the Forum.  The Forum must now comprise no more than 20 
members, and the requirements for the membership to include Council 
members and schools members have been removed.  A maximum of 2 
Council members can be appointed to the Forum.  The membership 



 

also needs to be augmented with representatives from the Jewish and 
Hindu faiths, and the Krishna Avanti school, as the religious 
denominations of any foundation or voluntary schools in the Authority’s 
area must all be represented. 

 
4. However, in order to provide continuity as the role and functions of the 

Forum develop, and to build on the knowledge and experience of the 
existing Forum members, it is proposed that insofar as possible the 
existing members continue to serve on the Forum.  The proposed new 
membership of the Harrow Admissions Forum is therefore as follows. 

 
Membership Prescribed by New 
Regulations 

Proposed new Harrow 
Admissions Forum membership

(a) At least one representative of 
each of the following schools: 
• community schools 
• voluntary aided schools 

3 community school 
representatives: 
• 1 governor 
• 1 primary 
• 1 secondary 
4 voluntary aided school 
representatives: 
• 1 Jewish school representative 
• 1 Hindu school representative 
• 1 RC school representative 
• 1 CofE school representative 

(b) One representative from each 
body representing the religious 
denomination of any 
foundation or voluntary schools 
in the area 

• 1 representative of the Church 
of England Diocese 

• 1 representative of the Roman 
Catholic Church Diocese 

• 1 representative of the Jewish 
faith  

• 1 representative of the Hindu 
faith 

(c) At least one parent member 2 parent governor representatives 
(d) At least one person who 

appears to the members 
appointed under categories (a) 
to (c) above to represent the 
interests of any section of the 
community, and who is not 
eligible for appointment under 
those categories. 

• 2 Councillors 
• 1 representative of HCRE 
• 1 Early Years Development 

Partnership representative  
• 1 Children’s Services 

representative 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 18 members 
 
5. Cabinet, at its meeting on 14 May 2009, re-appointed the existing 

members of the Forum to the positions set out under categories (a) to 
(c) above (with the exception of the representatives from the Jewish 
and Hindu faiths, and from the Krishna Avanti school, which are new 
positions on the Forum and for which nominations will be sought).  
Cabinet also made provision for existing members under category (d) 
to be re-appointed, subject to the agreement of the Forum.  The 
Forum’s formal approval to the membership set out in above is 
therefore sought. 

 



 

6. The membership will need to be kept under review in light of any future 
school re-organisation in Harrow, to ensure continued compliance with 
the Code and Regulations. 

 
Financial Implications 
 
7. None. 
 
 
Risk Management Implications 
 
8. The membership of the Forum needs to be brought in line with the 

requirements of the new Regulations and the School Admissions Code, 
as failure to do so could result in a referral to the Schools Adjudicator 
for non-compliance and any future decisions of the Forum could 
otherwise be open to challenge.  

 
 
Section 3 - Statutory Officer Clearance 
 
 
 

  
on behalf of the 

Name: Jennifer Hydari Chief Financial Officer 
  
Date:  3 July 2009 

  

 
 

  
on behalf of the 

Name: Elaine McEachron Monitoring Officer 
 
Date:  1 July 2009 

  
 

 
 
Section 4 - Contact Details and Background Papers 
 
 
Contact:  Claire Vincent, Senior Professional – Democratic 
Services, tel: 020 8424 1637 
 
 
Background Papers:  No unpublished documents. 
 
 
 
If appropriate, does the report include the following 
considerations?  
 
 
1. Consultation  N/A 
2. Corporate Priorities N/A 
 


